
 

FRANKLIN’S HUON RIVER WALKWAY 

Seven years ago the Huon River Walkway at Franklin was an 

inhospitable, inaccessible weedy wilderness, jammed with 

huge willows, poplars, blackberries and many other 

adventurous invaders.  

 

 

 

 

Today it’s a beckoning, serene, aromatic and truly beautiful 

parade of native plants and trees, birds, butterflies and other 

wildlife that offers a spectacular panorama of the mighty 

Huon River. 

 

Many thousands of indigenous Tasmanian 

trees, shrubs and grasses form an inviting 800 

metre corridor of gravel paths and boarded 

walkways, with benches and tables, finally 

arriving at grassed picnic area and a viewing 

platform shaded by large eucalypts with 

unequalled views up and down the river.  

 

Hacking the walkway began in 2007 when a group of residents saw the 

opportunity to create a showcase for the river, as well as reintroducing a 

natural habitat for local fauna and birdlife. Every Thursday since then 

volunteers from the Franklin Landcare Group, with support from the Huon 

Valley Council, have laboriously, steadily inched their way through the 

invasive undergrowth from just north of the Wooden Boat Centre, finally 

arriving at what is (for now!) the end.  

The walkway has become a major highlight of the Franklin landscape and reacquired home to rare trees such as the 

elegant Risdon Peppermint Gum (Eucalyptus risdonii), the Black Gum (Eucalyptus ovata) and the swift parrot 

(Lathamus discolour). And occasionally an Australasian bitten (Botaurus poiciloptilus) – extremely endangered – or a 

magnificent grey goshawk (Accipiter novaehollandiae) may be seen visiting from their protected refuge on nearby Egg 

Island. 

And if you look closely enough you’ll see a few examples of the extraordinary, legendary Huon Pine (Lagarostrobos 

franklinii), recently planted by the group with their sights set on the future. 

The Franklin Landcare Group welcomes anyone who would like to become a volunteer to 

maintain this important and impressive public resource. For information please contact the 

president, Jenny Skinner, on 626646768 or at jenke@slmember.on.net. 

 


